Georgia Southern University

Digital Commons@Georgia Southern
National Youth Advocacy and Resilience
Conference
Mar 6th, 12:30 PM

2022 Conference Program
NYAR Conference

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/nyar_savannah
Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation
NYAR Conference, "2022 Conference Program" (2022). National Youth Advocacy and Resilience
Conference. 1.
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/nyar_savannah/2022/2022/1

This presentation (open access) is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences & Events at Digital
Commons@Georgia Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in National Youth Advocacy and Resilience
Conference by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, please
contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu.

© 2022 Georgia Southern University Division of Continuing Education. All rights reserved.
This program is protected by U.S. and international copyright laws. Reproduction and distribution of this material without written permission of the copyright holder is prohibited.

Welcome to the National Youth Advocacy and Resilience Conference
Conference Mission
The conference trains adults who serve youth to create safe, healthy, caring, and intellectually empowering
educational environments that foster the well-being of all children and adolescents. To accomplish this mission, it
offers 100+ presentations by nationally and internationally recognized presenters to 1400+ national and
international conference participants. In these presentations, participants learn about current research-based
educational programs and strategies, which empower young people to overcome social, intellectual, and
emotional barriers that may threaten their safety, health, emotional needs, and academic achievement.
Participants also gain knowledge of proactive solutions and best practices for meeting the serious challenges
faced by youth today such as school violence, poverty, learning difficulties, underachievement, achievement gaps,
illiteracy, boredom, apathy, low expectations, misbehavior, dropout, drugs, bullying, gangs, teen pregnancy, sexual
harassment, racism, and dysfunctional families. Furthermore, participants gain effective educational tools to build
strong caring schools, communities, and families, which can meet the diverse needs of all our young people.

Conference History and Future Vision
In 1990, the NYAR Conference was founded by the College of Education of Georgia Southern
University. Past conference speakers have included nationally and internationally recognized educators
and youth advocates such as Geoffrey Canada, Ron Clark, Stedman Graham, Dr. Pedro Noguera, Dr.
Eric Jensen, Dr. Ruby Payne, Dr. Crystal Kuykendall, Dr. James Comer, Dr. William Glasser, Dr. James
Garbarino, Dr. David Hawkins, Dr. Robert Brooks, Pro Football Hall of Fame inductee Jim Brown, TV
celebrity Judge Glenda Hatchett, “Peter, Paul, & Mary” folk singer Peter Yarrow, and several National
Teachers of the Year. During the past 32 years, the conference has grown from a regional conference of
150 participants to a national conference of approximately 1400 participants from across the globe.
In 2021, the conference changed the name from National Youth-At-Risk to National Youth Advocacy and
Resilience. This change was guided by the youth we serve and has been well received by our long-time
conference supporters. In the next five years, the conference plans to expand from 1400 to 1600
national and international participants and to further enhance the quality and diversity of the conference
program and presentations. The co-directors envision the conference as a space that provides national
leadership, service, and research for the professional development of adults who serve and advocate for
youth.

Look for the Strand Icons!
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HEAD: Academic Achievement & Leadership

HEALTH: Mental & Physical Health

HEART: Social & Emotional Skills

HOME: Family & Community Engagement

HANDS: Safety & Violence Prevention

FEATURED

#NYAR22

PROFESSIONAL CREDITS
General Credit

General Continuing Education Credit
Conference participants will be awarded up to 1.825 Continuing Education Units
for up to 18.25 hours of participation through the Division of Continuing Education
at Georgia Southern University

Counselors

LPCA
Up to 18.25 CORE contact hours of continuing education have been approved by
the Licensed Professional Counselors Association of Georgia
(LPCA CE Approval # 2022-02-08-820C)

Marriage and Family Therapists

GAMFT
Approved for up to 18.25 CORE continuing education contact hours for Licensed Marriage and
Family Therapists by the Georgia Association for Marriage and Family Therapy
ID #014-2022
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
SUNDAY, MARCH 6 - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022
Event Site Access

12:30 PM

Registration Opens

1:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Pre-Conference Workshops

4:40 PM - 6:30 PM

Welcome Keynote

Let us know your thoughts on each
session you attend by answering a few
short questions!

6:45 PM - 7:45 PM

Welcome Reception

Cancellations

7:00 AM

Registrations and Exhibitors Open

Last-minute cancellations or room changes
will be addressed on the event site.

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM

Breakfast

Create your personal agenda, complete
evaluations, and additional on site
information.

Complete Session Evaluations

MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2022

8:00 AM - 8:15 AM

Welcome and Introductions

Follow us on Social Media! |
#NYAR2022

8:15 AM - 9:45 AM

Monday Keynote

Facebook: @NYARConference
Twitter: @NYARConference
Instagram: NyarConference

9:45 AM - 10:15 AM

Break and Session Change

10:15 AM - 11:30 AM

Session 1 Breakouts

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Lunch on Your Own- Enjoy Savannah

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM

Session 2 Breakouts

2:15 PM - 2:45 PM

Break and Session Change

2:45 PM - 4:00 PM

Session 3 Breakouts

4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

‘We Will Not Be Silent’ Showing

4:45 PM - 6:00 PM

Poster Mingle and Reception

Show Your Name Badge for
Discounts
See what discounts are available here:
visitsavannah.com/meetings/show-us-your
-badge

Complimentary WiFi
Username: @Hyatt_Meetings
Passcode: YAR2022

Silence Your Phones

(Pre-Registration
Requested)

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022
7:30 AM

Registrations and Exhibitors Open

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

Breakfast

8:30 AM - 9:45 AM

Session 4 Breakouts

Parking

9:45 AM - 10:15 AM

Break and Session Change

Limited additional parking is available at
Whitaker Street Garage located across the
street from the Hyatt Regency.

10:15 AM - 11:30 AM

Session 5 Breakouts

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Lunch on Your Own- Enjoy Savannah

Presenters

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM

Session 6 Breakouts

We ask that all presenters arrive at their
location at least 20 minutes prior to their
presentation.

2:15 PM - 2:45 PM

Break and Session Change

2:45 PM - 4:00 PM

Session 7 Breakouts

During any presentation, please silence
your phone. If necessary, please remove
yourself from the room.

Questions
For questions or information assistance,
please visit the registration desk.

For additional information, visit the event site

bit.ly/NYAR2022

4

SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2022

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022
7:00 AM - 8:00 AM

Breakfast

7:30 AM

Registrations and Exhibitors Open

7:45 AM - 8:00 AM

Welcome and Closing Comments

8:00 AM - 9:15 AM

Wednesday Keynote

9:15 AM - 9:45 AM

Break and Session Change

9:45 AM - 11:00 AM

Session 8 Breakouts

11:00 AM - 11:15 AM

Break and Session Change

11:15 AM - 12:30 PM

Session 9 Breakouts

#NYAR22

MAP OF THE HYATT
Lobby Level

Second Level

River Street

SPONSORS
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SPECIAL THANKS
TO THE PLANNING COUNCIL

Thank You from the Co-Directors
Over the past couple of years, we have all faced circumstances that have tested and strengthened our
commitment to advocating for the safety and well-being of all children and adolescents. Although we had
a successful virtual conference last year, we are excited to have us all together again in beautiful
Savannah, GA. Because the NYAR conference is known for sharing beneficial and helpful information for
practitioners working with youth across the country, we are thrilled to return in-person to share our
experiences and knowledge. Thank you for your dedication to the youth you serve and your commitment
to being change agents within your community. We look forward to growing our community and
celebrating the wonderful work you do!

Dr. Taylor Norman
Conference Co-Director
Georgia Southern University

Dr. Alisa Leckie
Conference Co-Director
Georgia Southern University
NYAR PLANNING COUNCIL
Dimitri Camperos
Georgia Southern University

Tammy Davis
Bulloch County Public School
System

Dr. Mary Felton
Dougherty County School System

Dionne Gamble
Dr. Irma Gibson
Emmanuel County Public Schools Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University

Dr. Marilyn Hutchinson
Liberty County Public Schools

Dr. Anne Katz
Georgia Southern University

Paula Kreissler
Healthy Savannah

Dr. Deborah Mangum
Liberty County Public Schools

Dr. Sandra Nethels
Eﬃngham County Public School
System

Jacquelyn Ogden
University of Georgia Cooperative
Extension

Dr. Alexandra Reyes
Georgia Southern University

Mary Robins
Screven/Jenkins County Dept. of
Juvenile Justice

Dr. Jacqueline Smart
Savannah-Chatham Public
Schools

Carol Solomon-Jenkins
Duval County Public Schools

Renee Perry
First District RESA
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Dr. Roenia Deloach
Savannah State University
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KEYNOTE PRESENTERS

Personal Climate and Culture…
It’s Up to You
Sunday, March 6

GERRY BROOKS

Veteran Educator & Public Speaker

What if it was My Child?
Monday, March 7

LISA COLBERT
Superior Court Judge

7 Steps to Building Schools and
Communities of Hope Through
Student Voice, Community
Partnerships, and Wraparound
Services
Wednesday, March 9

Linda Beggs & Leigh Colburn
Co-Founders of The Centergy Project
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AWARD RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to the 2022 Ron Alt Service Award Recipient
Dr. Dandy is a Professor Emeritus, Armstrong Atlantic State University,
Director, DeWitt Wallace-Reader’s Digest Pathways to Teaching
Program, and Instructor of Reading EPDA Reading Institute, Savannah
State College.

Dr. Evelyn Baker Dandy
Professor Emeritus
Armstrong Atlantic State
University

Her professional assignments and activities include Savannah Technical
School Advisory Committee, Search Committee Chair: Director of
Minority Affairs and Coordinator for PREP Program Graduate Curriculum
Committee, Member, Board of Directors, King Tisdell Cottage
Foundation, Inc., 2000-present date, and Planning Committee – one of
the founding members from the first through fourteenth Annual National
Youth-At-Risk Conferences.
Dr. Dandy has published numerous articles and has presented countless
Professional conference workshop presentations locally, nationally, and
internationally. Her awards and honors include: 2003 Outstanding
Educator in Georgia by the Southern Regional Minority Leadership
Council for the southeastern states, Selected Georgia 2002 Professor of
the Year by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching
and the Council for the Advancement and Support for Education.

Congratulations to the 2022 High Flying School Awards Winners

MARGARET LINDEMEYER
SCHOOL
Hunter Hills Elementary School,
Corbin, KY
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Margaret Lindemeyer School,
Staten Island, NY

#NYAR22

ELEMENTARY NYARt WINNER

Grade K-5 Winner

Aaliyah Tribble
Fairfield Magnet School for Math and Science
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NYARt WINNER

Grade 6-8 Winner

Sanjana Kumar
Fairfield Magnet School for Math and Science
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HIGH SCHOOL NYARt WINNER

Grade 9-12 Winner

Olivia Milligan
Heritage High School
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PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
Sunday, March 6, 2022

1:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Location:

Define the Lines: Boundaries and Expectations

Scarbrough 4

Struggling between knowing the difference between building
trust and maintaining boundaries with your students? In this
session, participants will learn how to communicate with care
and strength in order to build relationships from a distance.
Participants will explore how to create safe spaces, build
relationships, use positive behavioral interventions, and learn
how to self-regulate their own emotions when triggered by a
student’s disruptive behavior.

Julia Gabor, MEd
kid-grit, Redondo Beach, CA

Making the Paradigm Shift: Changing School Climate with a
Restorative Discipline Approach

Scarbrough 5

This instructional and experiential workshop presents the tools for implementing a successful restorative discipline
model that places the importance of relationships at the heart of the educational experience in order to build healthy
school communities, support students and teachers, and address discipline issues. Participants will assess the
readiness of their schools for this approach and the action steps they can begin to take to convey and implement
Restorative Discipline concepts in ways that ensure necessary buy-in from a variety of stakeholder groups.

Summer Pannell,
PhD, CAA
Stephen F. Austin State University,
Nacogdoches, TX

Juliann McBrayer, EdD
Georgia Southern University,
Statesboro, GA

Therapeutic Drumming for Community: Using Inclusive
African Drumming to Teach Self-Regulation and Social Skill

Plimsoll

This dynamic workshop will expose participants to the theory and practice of Youth Villages’ Therapeutic Drumming
program. About 25% of the workshop will be didactic as participants discuss the traditional uses of drumming and
community in West Africa. This portion of the workshop will also discuss how structured rhythmic activities can
specifically work on healing the brain of youth who have grown up with multiple traumas. The other 75% will be
experiential as they learn some powerful warm-up activities and a traditional West African rhythm. By the end of the
workshop, everyone will be drumming joyfully in the community.

Tom Harris, MS

Tatiana Rolles

Youth Villages’ Inner Harbour
Campus, Douglasville, GA

Youth Villages’ Inner Harbour
Campus, Douglasville, GA
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WELCOME KEYNOTE
Sunday, March 6, 2022

4:40 PM - 6:30 PM
Regency Ballroom

Welcome Keynote Presentation
Welcome

Van Johnson, Mayor, Savannah, GA
Dr. Kyle Marrero, President, Georgia Southern University

Presentation of Ron Alt Award

Dr. Jacqueline Smart, Retired Teacher, Savannah Chatham County Public Schools

Introduction of Keynote Speaker

Richard Smith, Executive Director, First District RESA

Personal Climate and
Culture… It’s Up to You
Gerry uses his videos to develop a strategy for making the workplace a
pleasant place where faculty, administrators, and support staff all
maintain mutual respect, regardless of personal differences, resulting
in more efficient and fulfilled workers. In his virtual presentations, he
uses object lessons to make these strategies meaningful. Gerry will
share policies that he has incorporated that promote a healthy
respectful working relationship even when opinions differ. He will also
share ideas that maximize opportunities to get to know staff members
and create camaraderie, taking advantage of 15 seconds here and
there throughout the day.

GERRY BROOKS
Veteran Educator & Public Speaker

6:45 PM - 7:45 PM
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Welcome Reception

Harborside

#NYAR22

Schedule
Monday, March 7, 2022

Welcome and Introductions

8:00 AM - 8:15 AM

Regency Ballroom

Monday Keynote Presentation
Welcome

Dr. Sharon Subreenduth, College of Education Dean, Georgia Southern University

Presentation of High Flying School Awards
Dr. Alisa Leckie, Co-Chair, NYAR Conference
Dr. Taylor Norman, Co-Chair, NYAR Conference

Introduction of Keynote Speaker

Dr. Yancy Ford, Superintendent, Effingham County

Monday Keynote

8:15 AM - 9:45 AM

What if it was My Child?
Judge Colbert will explain “the My Child Test” and how it influenced
her work with children and families during her tenure at Chatham
County Juvenile Court to include her efforts to understand basic child
and adolescent brain development and implicit bias in order make
impactful decisions. Judge Colbert will also address the importance of
self-care for those working with children and families.

LISA COLBERT
Superior Court Judge

9:45 AM - 10:15 AM
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM
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Break and Session Change
Session One Breakouts

#NYAR22

Schedule
Monday, March 7, 2022

10:15 AM - 11:30 AM

Session One Breakouts

FEATURED SESSIONS:
Intent vs Impact: Acknowledging The Past To Build Trust With Black Youth We Serve For The
Future

Ballroom A

Phylicia Anderson, MSW, LCSW, P. Anderson, Savannah, GA
According to Harvard University, "Every child who winds up doing well has had at least one stable & committed relationship with
a supportive adult." For Black children & families, barriers prevent therapeutic relationships to occur with the very adults
intended to support. First, we will explore how historically Black people received mental health "support" & the current mistrust
of service professionals. Lastly, we will explore how to build trust & serve Black youth & families for the future.

Mama, That’s Not Helping

Ballroom B

Timothy Allen, BS, Gilead Group, Boston, MA
Parental involvement is one of the leading indicators of students’ academic achievement. The lack of parental support or
counter-productive parental participation often contributes to suspensions, expulsions, and truancy. This interactive seminar will
provide participants with useful strategies that can be used to transform a problematic parent into a participating partner and
help them understand the importance of their role in their children’s academic success

A Girl Named Sue: A Child's Journey from Complex Trauma to Hope, Healing & Recovery

Scarbrough 2

Jamie Like, BS, University of Kentucky, Brunswick, GA
This presentation will follow one child's journey who experienced multiple instances of complex trauma. Despite a very high
ACE score, she was positively connected to multiple adults, was able to develop resilience, find recovery, hope and purpose. A
high ACE score doesn't have to "doom" a child to life long issues because there are things we can do to mitigate that damage.

Moving Beyond Diversity: Fostering an Inclusive School Community

Ballroom E & F

Summer Pannell, Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, TX
Juliann McBrayer, Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, GA
Brian Uriegas, Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, TX
Enough talk about diversity! It is time we extend the conversation to include actionable steps to inclusivity because diversity
without inclusivity just doesn’t work. This presentation will explore power and privilege in today’s society and discuss ideological
factors related to unconscious bias. Participants will walk away with strategies to help them become more inclusive educators to
ensure success for all students.

Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Courageous Conversations: Transformational Leadership through Empathy

Percival

Amiee Cribbs, EdD., Dalton State College, Dalton, GA
Riley McEntyre, Dalton State College, Dalton, GA
Marie Coffey, Dalton State College, Dalton, GA
This session tells what works in diversity training and focuses on experiences of undergrad students in three sections of a
Sociocultural Perspectives of Diversity course. The instructor explains the course's basis in emotional intelligence and empathy.
Student presenters provide key strategies to build understanding. Attendees leave with techniques for conversations related to
at-risk learners and are able to move teachers from awareness to advocacy and students from risk to success.
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Schedule
Monday, March 7, 2022

10:15 AM - 11:30 AM

Session One Breakouts

Sessions by Strand:
HEART
Teaching with Grace and High Expectations: Every Student Every Day

Ballroom D

Tammy Pawloski, PhD, Francis Marion University, Florence, SC
Teaching with grace and holding high expectations for every student are principles that can actually co-exist, and the success of
many students may actually depend upon it! Consider key challenges faced by learners who arrive with limited resources and
the evidence from neuroscience that justifies this dual approach. Explore three choices that inform every teacher action and
impact student engagement and readiness to learn. Take away budget-neutral teacher moves that matter most and resources
to begin this work immediately.

Hip Hop, African American History and Mindfulness Tools for Successful Facilitator
Engagement

Vernon

Tarita Johnson, MSW, Wholistic Stress Control Inst., Atlanta, GA
Kelvin Walston, MA, Wholistic Stress Control Inst., Atlanta, GA
Calling all health educators interested in utilizing hip hop and African American history as an teaching tool to decrease risky
behaviors. The objectives for this educational and engaging workshop will provide innovative ideas to: 1) engage youth utilizing
hip hop music; 2) integrate African American history to enhance positive identity concepts; and 3) increase pro-social skills to
prevent teenage pregnancy prevention and other negative behaviors.

Trauma Informed Care in the Classroom: Practical Skills to Help Support Our Students

Sloane

Amber Williams, LPCA, Henderson County Schools, Henderson, KY
Amy Bassett, Henderson County Schools, Henderson, KY
The Trauma Information Care Model identifies what trauma looks like and how it presents in students. We share how to utilize a
Trauma Lens, Invisible backpack, and triggers for students who have experienced trauma. We discuss how trauma and stress
impact the brain development. We provide strategies for students struggling with trauma triggers, emotional dysregulation, and
frustration. We provide Cognitive Behavioral Approaches, PBIS/Mental Health Frameworks, and Mindfulness techniques.

Asset Based Community Development: A Journey to Meeting the Needs of the Whole Child

Scarbrough 5

Beth Penley, EdD, Newton Conover City Schools, Conover, NC
Victor Morales, Lincolnton Police Department, Lincolnton, NC
One school district's journey to meet the needs of the whole child. A shift in school culture from a reactive to a proactive purpose
shaped the mindset as staff partnered with the community to build resource networks to meet the needs of the students. Along
with building community partnerships, the components of a successful intervention continuum are discussed including Positive
Behavior Intervention and Support, Community in Schools, and the American School Counseling Association Model.

HANDS
The Learner Mindset: Preparing the Future by Understanding the Past

Verelst

Steve Webb, PhD, Safe School Systems, Tunnel Hill, IL
Nationally recognized school safety expert and best-selling author of “Education in a Violent World: A Practical Guide to
Keeping our Kids Safe” - Dr. Steve Webb will present lessons learned from American school violence and utilizing the Learner
Mindset to enhance Behavioral Threat Assessments in order to prevent violence in our schools.
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Schedule
Monday, March 7, 2022

Session One Breakouts

10:15 AM - 11:30 AM
Sessions by Strand:
HANDS

Educate, Empower, Encourage, and Engage, Youth in Violence Prevention through SAVE
Promise Clubs

Scarbrough 1

Sharmaine Brown, Sandy Hook Promise, Newton, CT
Carleen Wray, Sandy Hook Promise, Newton, CT
Erika Latines, Sandy Hook Promise, Newton, CT
Explore how youth can take a proactive approach to violence prevention and assist you in your school and youth safety efforts
through SAVE (Students Against Violence Everywhere) Promise Clubs. Using Sandy Hook Promise Know the Signs programs,
youth create more inclusive environments, promote how to say something when they see someone at risk of harming
themselves and others, and utilize social emotional learning skills as peer leaders.

HOME
Leveraging PTSD To Meet Parents Where They Are

Scarbrough 3

Marcus Broadhead, EdD, Fayette County Schools, Fayetteville, GA
School happens to children and their parents. Consequently, parents can draw conclusions about education and how they will
engage, in part by what the school is doing, and also based upon the recollection of their experiences as a student. This
presentation will reveal how school beliefs and practices can be transformed to foster a healthy and thriving relationship by
which our children can benefit.

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Lunch Explore Savannah

Don’t forget to complete
the session evaluations on
the event site!
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Schedule
Monday, March 7, 2022

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM

Session Two Breakouts

FEATURED SESSIONS:
The Art of Giving a $#!T: A Memoir and Guidebook for Urban Educators

Ballroom A

Queinnise Miller, PhD, Houston, TX
"Kids don't care how much you know, until they know how much you care!" is the basis of being effective educators with diverse
scholars. Building strong relationships in classrooms, especially of at-risk scholars is essential to be effective. Many educators
understand, but don't know what it looks like in practice. The Art of Giving a $#!T provides chances to learn strategies to build
strong relationships and how to execute in real world settings, through warm and funny stories from teachers.

Humanity in the Black: How Not to Lose Your Purpose in Your Profession

Ballroom B

Marion Christopher Pugh, EdD, Manhood Mindset LLC, Statesboro, GA
Advocacy and resilience work can lead to many mental, physical, and spiritual health issues for professionals. This presentation
will address advocacy burnout and self-neglect experienced by professionals who make children their priority.

Resilience Can Be Taught: 4 Strategies to Build Resilience in Every Student

Scarbrough 2

Jason Johnson, WhyTry
Resilience is something we’re all born with. Learn about vital skills of resilience and 3 keys to creating a resilient climate. This
engaging presentation will empower you to deliver these skills to students of any background and learning style, enabling them
to thrive not only in school but in life.

Sick of Jargon, Buzz Words, Toxic Positivity, And Reading a Book To Discuss At A Meeting?
Then This Session Is For You. Take Away Interventions For Kids And Families Guaranteed.

Scarbrough 5

Jeff Rader, LCSW, Henry County Schools, Decatur, GA
Participants will leave with practical interventions to use with kids and families. We will also spend time learning from other
participants. There is a wealth of knowledge and we all want to return to our work settings doing better and being better.

The Transformative Power of Student Voice: How is your school gathering student voice to
inform school improvement, student support, and school climate?

Ballroom E & F

Linda Beggs, Co-Founder of The Centergy Project
Leigh Colburn, Co-Founder of The Centergy Project
In this training, the authors of Solution Tree’s The Wraparound Guide: How to Gather Student Voice, Build Community
Partnerships, and Cultivate Hope will provide an overview of two K-12 processes for gathering student voice and improving
student support within your school.

Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Closing the Gender Gap in Humanities Education

Percival

Katie Dineen, MEd, Princeton Public Schools, Princeton, NJ
In this workshop, humanities educators will learn how to integrate primary sources, life stories, essays, and learning activities
that center women’s voices, contributions, and experiences into their classrooms. Educators will pair provided resources to be
meaningfully incorporated into existing humanities curricula, aiming to support students in recognizing their own agency, valuing
diversity, and appreciating difference.
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Schedule
Monday, March 7, 2022

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM

Session Two Breakouts

Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Addressing Poverty, Children’s Mental Health, and Education: Coming Together as a
Community

Scarbrough 4

Jim Taylor, BCBA, Advanced Behavioral Counselors, Statesboro, GA
Moira Charles, Dogwood Autism Services
Kids living in poverty are 4x more likely to drop out and to have serious mental health issues, and 5x more likely to go to jail.
Culture plays a huge part in student classroom behavior and regardless of the interventions in place within the classroom,
success will be minimal unless a family and community approach is included. This session examines interventions directed at
improving student behavior through culturally aligned classroom interventions, and increasing parent/community involvement.

HEART
How to Customize Restorative Conferences that Reshape Discipline and Restore
Relationships at Your School

Vernon

Derrick Bailey, Lovinggood Middle School, Powder Springs, GA
Participants will learn how to set up and conduct a restorative conference. Participants will work through analyzing scenarios of
actual conferences as they prepare a list of things to avoid and watch out for. Participants will be provided a step-by-step
process to use as they customize how restorative conferencing will look at their school.

Promoting Resilience in Youth through a Group Poetry and Art Making Program

Scarbrough 3

Nile Stanley, PhD, University of North Florida, Middleburg, FL
Steffani Fletcher, MEd, CAPF, Hope at Hand, Jacksonville, FL
Hope at Hand, Inc. is a North Florida nonprofit that uses therapeutic art and poetry lessons to help marginalized youth
recognize and overcome circumstances that limit their successful participation in society. The presentation will demonstrate
interventions informed by narrative psychological research to improve resilience through the coping strategies of (1) social
competence, (2) problem-solving skills, (3) autonomy, (4) sense of purpose, and (5) life story reframing.

HANDS
Sticky Situations: Understanding the Law and Life

Verelst

Krystal Banks, Banks Services, Detroit, MI
Carmen Cook, Banks Services, Detroit, MI
Law and life go hand in hand. Understanding the law and how it connects to life can be an effective tool in teaching youth and
adults the value of making good decisions when it comes to life and the law. Sticky Situations places real-world situations in the
context of learning how to apply the law and effectively respond to life's sticky situations.

“Say Something": The Power of Youth Protecting Themselves and Their Peers

Scarbrough 1

Jim Wise, LCSW, Sandy Hook Promise, Newtown, CT
Adriana Alcala, Sandy Hook Promise, Newton, CT
Say Something Prevent Suicide from the Sandy Hook Promise Foundation program teaches students, staff and parents a three
step process to protect themselves and their classmates from harmful acts and suicide. The steps are Look For Warning Signs
and Threats, Act Immediately, Take It Seriously and Say Something to a Trusted Adult or through an Anonymous Reporting
System. When students are empowered to Say Something, they help create safer and healthier schools and communities.
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Schedule
Monday, March 7, 2022

Session Two Breakouts

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM
Sessions by Strand:
HEALTH
Diversifying STEM: Increasing Participation in Underrepresented Groups

Ballroom D

Linda Johnson-McClinton, EdD, LJM Educational Services LLC, Las Vegas, NV
In order for teachers to be capable of providing a high-quality education in STEM coursework, they will need to tap into
students’ learning and application of knowledge through the vernacular, vocabulary and culture of the students. The pedagogy
of teachers will need to evolve and become an integrated component of the curriculum connected to real-world scenarios. A
reformatted structure in education will help to diversify the field of STEM.

The Therapeutic Pen: Helping Youth Through Poem-Making and Expressive Writing

Sloane

Jo Crosby, MEd,LPC, Five Stones Counseling, Savannah, GA
Therapeutic writing is an effective means to help youth tell their story. Writing is a venue for truth telling, increasing
self-awareness, and fostering understanding. At the core, writing is an expression of the heart, and in this mode, writing
possesses a healing quality. Further, it gives us, as helpers, a venue to come alongside others to work within their personal
story. Through poem-making specifically, we can discover both passion and perceptions while enhancing the processing of
experiences. This interactive workshop will explore methods of therapeutic writing. This is going to be informative, applicable,
and fun. Pick up your pen and join me.

HOME
Hub, Home, Heart: The School as the Cornerstone of the Community

Plimsoll

Jill Burwell, MEd, Bibb County Schools, Macon, GA
Shardae Chatman, M.Ed., Liberty University, Macon, GA
Despite schools’ best efforts, there still is a critical disconnect between school, home, and community, especially in low-income
and working-class minority households. To increase engagement, schools must make a positive connection with parents,
provide a variety of activities, and frequent opportunities to fully engage parents, and community partners. This session will
give attendees ideas about engaging parents and community through school-based auxiliary programs and community
resources. Attendees will leave with concrete ideas for implementation of New Student University, Parent Induction Programs,
HERO Attendance Accountability Program (HAAP), mentoring, staff champions, student ambassadors, and other programs and
resources within the school to engage students in opportunities that strengthen and apply their academic and social skills within
the classroom, community, and throughout life. Hub, Home, Heart: The School as the Cornerstone of the Community has
strategies that support primary through secondary and beyond.

2:15 PM - 2:45 PM

Break/ Session Change

Don’t forget to complete
the session evaluations on
the event site!
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2:45 PM - 4:00 PM

Session Three Breakouts

FEATURED SESSIONS:
Hurt People Hurt People: The Effects of Trauma on Young People on Those Who Care for
Them

Ballroom A

LaMarr Darnell Shields, PhD, The Cambio Group, Baltimore, MD, Chicago, IL
This interactive workshop will to support educators and youth services providers to develop trauma-sensitive classrooms,
schools, and programs. Through our trauma-informed training, educators will learn skills and tools that will enable them to better
engage children through a trauma-informed lens. Participants will learn practical strategies centered around establishing
trauma-informed classroom practices and routines, forming and maintaining effective student relationships, and the acquisition
of skills for increasing their own self-awareness and emotional management in maintaining a trauma-sensitive space.

Maximizing the Meeting

Ballroom B

Timothy Allen, BS, Gilead Group, Boston, MA
Getting parents to come to a meeting can often be a daunting task. The hectic schedules of today’s parents coupled with a
reluctance to be part of the team can make it difficult to meet to discuss a student’s educational challenges and needs.
Educators must be laser focused when given the opportunity to meet with a parent. Drawing from various techniques found in
Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) and Motivational Interviewing (MI),
this interactive seminar will provide participants with useful strategies that can be used to obtain and convey the maximum
amount of information during a parent teacher conference.

From Wounded to HOPE--Why Self-Care Alone is Not Enough

Ballroom E & F

Dardi Hendershott, Hope 4 the Wounded, LLC, Columbus, OH
This empowering, interactive session speaks to enhancing our overall wellness both personally and professionally. Many folks
are referring to the events of this past year as a universal trauma we’ve all experienced in one way or another. Your jobs were
already hard even before having to navigate these most recent challenges. Through a comprehensive, practitioner-based
approach, we will examine how secondary trauma and/or personal trauma can lead to compassion fatigue and why it can
impede effective self-care. Remembering our power of influence, participants will be resourced with strategies for mental,
physical, emotional, and professional health.

Count Yourself In: A Holistic Approach to Combating Truancy

Scarbrough 5

Takeysha Lewis, MSW, EdS, Bibb County School District, Macon, GA
Curlandra Smith, MSW, EdS, Bibb County School District, Macon, GA
Focus on the value of a holistic approach for chronic absences through Education, Motivation, Communication, and
Collaboration. Participants are provided with low/no-cost strategies for awareness and punctual school attendance. Strategies
are given to identify and address students with trends of school absences, and how to communicate with teachers, parents,
students, and family units. Interactive experiences on initiatives are provided as leaving with home practices to apply in
academic settings.

7 High Leverage Classroom Strategies for Equitably Supporting Student Who Are Struggling

Ballroom A

Marina Rivera Gillmore, EdD, The Cambio Group, Redlands, CA
With a focus on practical and timely strategies, this session helps educators assess their classroom practices for opportunities
for growth to identify steps for creating equitable learning experiences for students. Using practical tools like the Teaching and
Learning for Equity Continuum, the 5-15-45 Framework for Professional Learning, and the ELEVATE Framework for Equitable
Classroom Practices, attendees leave the session feeling equipped to take the right steps to meet the needs of students.
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Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
STEPPing Back and STEPPing Forward: Perspectives on a Thirty-year Mentoring Program
for Students At-Risk

Percival

Ellen Whitford, EdD, Georgia Southern University, Savannah, GA
Janae Johnson, BS, MSW, Crisfield Academy & High School, Crisfield, MD
This co-presentation offers 2 perspectives on a mentoring program for at-risk students from (1) the professor who created the
program and (2) a student who was mentored in the program, is Teacher of the Year and a Learning Support Specialist. A
primary goal of the program was for students identified in middle school to do well academically and graduate from high school.
A secondary goal of the program was to instill a sense of confidence and self-worth in these children. Lessons learned and
advice for replication will be discussed.

HEART
Executive Function in the Classroom

Scarbrough 3

Kaylin Coody, EdD, Oklahoma School Advisory Council, Muskogee, OK
Increasingly classroom teachers are faced with students who struggle with the expected academic work while exhibiting
appropriate socialization and self-control. This may be related to difficulty with executive function. School staff need to have an
understanding of the brain and strategies to practice to improve executive function. This session will provide concrete strategies
for the classroom.

Lead With Your Heart so You Don't Lose Your Mind

Scarbrough 2

Larry Tomiyama, MA, St. Mary’s University, Calgary, AB, Canada
This entertaining and emotional presentation will provide a model to support students who have experienced trauma. This
presentation is based on my personal experience and how the most vulnerable and behaviorally challenging students changed
the way I think about education. The trauma-based model provides a road map for teachers and specific strategies can lead to
positive results.

Self-Care for Kids: Practical Ways to Promote Mental Health

Scarbrough 4

Gwendolyn Martin, EdD, LPC, NCC, Dr. Gwen's Counselor Cafe, Savannah, GA
This session begins by gaining an understanding of the five domains of self-care: physical, mental, psychological, spiritual, and
social. Most children do a good job of taking care of themselves in a few domains but neglect others. Growth comes from
owning where you are and from strategies to help you get where you want to be. Strategies, for asking for help, mindfulness
activities, cognitive reappraisal, journaling, conflict resolution, and more, to improve levels of self-care are provided.

Sessions by Strand:
HANDS
Discontinuing the Cycle of Dual Generation Violence and Adversity

Ballroom D

Lynette Stevenson, CEO, WBENC, National Minority Development Council, Mechanicsburg, PA
Linda Johnson-McClinton, EdD, LJM Educational Services, LLC, Las Vegas, NV
In order to interrupt the cycle of the mistreatment of children and domestic brutality, we must reveal gaps in the primary
prevention strategies as it relates to the adverse childhood experiences (ACEs). Developing a system that provides education
in the form of financial literacy, behavioral regulation and social interactions will decrease the number of violence related
incidents in children, youth and intimate partner relationships.
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Sessions by Strand:
HEALTH
“Say Something": The Power of Youth Protecting Themselves and Their Peers

Scarbrough 1

Jim Wise, MSW LCSW, Sandy Hook Promise, Newton, CT
Adriana Alcala, BA, Sandy Hook Promise, Newton, CT
Say Something Prevent Suicide from the Sandy Hook Promise Foundation program teaches students, staff and parents a three
step process to protect themselves and their classmates from harmful acts and suicide. The steps are Look For Warning Signs
and Threats, Act Immediately, Take It Seriously and Say Something to a Trusted Adult or through an Anonymous Reporting
System. When students are empowered to Say Something, they help create safer and healthier schools and communities.

“Don’t Shoot the Unicorn!” Finding Transformative Happiness and Resilience Through
Developing Your “Anditude!”

Verelst

M. Bruce Garris, MAEd, LCMHCS, University of North Carolina at Pembroke, Bridge Builders Counseling,
Wilmington, NC
Gary W. Mauk, Ph.D., NCSP, University of North Carolina at Pembroke, Pembroke, NC
As a care-provider and leader in your community, you understand the challenge of keeping your own resilience high, and
maintaining an attitude of hope. This transformational, uplifting program will equip you to develop the skill of happiness,
empowering you to lead youth by demonstrating positive approaches in your own life, and impacting them with “Infectious
Resilience” as they learn to adopt your Anditude!” Remember- Happiness is not a feeling, It’s a SKILL!

The Walking Classroom -- Improving Retention, Engagement, Mood, Physical Activity, and
Health Literacy

Sloane

Debra Ives, MBA, The Walking Classroom Institute, Durham, NC
Walking while listening to educational podcasts is a powerful, engaging, screen-free experience for students. The Walking
Classroom capitalizes on the favorable link between exercise and cognitive function. Students walk while listening to the same
standards-aligned, kid-friendly podcast on topics including language arts, social studies and science. This approach is great for
all students and is particularly effective for those with learning differences, reading problems and attention challenges.
Attendees will learn about the many benefits of The Walking Classroom program, how the content is delivered (via preloaded
audio devices or our new App), and results of UNC Chapel Hill research assessments.

HOME
Struggling to Recruit Men of Color Mentors? Come Learn Best Practices and Strategies to
Recruit and Retain Men of Color Mentors

Plimsoll

Kwame Johnson, Big Brothers Big Sisters Metro Atlanta, Atlanta, GA
Struggling to recruit men of color mentors? Come learn best practices and strategies to recruit and retain men of color mentors.

Closing the Social Distance: Building School-Family-Community Through Webinars

Vernon

Ashley Pennypacker Hill, EdD, PK Yonge DRS, Gainesville, FL
Madison Carbajales, MEd, EdS, PK Yonge DRS, Gainesville, FL
Bryce Stevenson, MEd, EdS, PK Yonge DRS, Gainesville, FL
Caleb Chambliss, MEd, EdS, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL
Sara Theiss, EdS, George M. Steinbrenner High School, Tampa, FL
Steffani Fletcher, MEd, CAPF, Hope at Hand, Jacksonville, FL
This session will tell the story of a K-12 school that designed live family webinars to stay connected with students and families
during the 2020-2021 pandemic school year. We will share the webinars, our reflections on the experience, and our next steps.
Additionally, participants will have scaffolded time to brainstorm possible webinar topics for their teams.
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Film Showing

4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Ballroom A

We Will Not Be Silent

We Will Not Be Silent chronicles Lincoln Public Schools fifth grade scholars Eveline, Mohamed, Alex, Alejandra, Payton,
Kenadee, Jevon, and Leriya'h their empowerment group founder, advisor and facilitator Peter Ferguson, educators, families,
school, and community stakeholders through various challenges, a pandemic, social unrest, and their embracement of an
opportunity to educate, speak, and touch hearts and minds.
Producers David Koehn and Brian Seifferlein capture what can happen even in a pandemic and time of social unrest when
focused on positive intents and love. The end result is a resounding message our community and nation's collective need to
take steps toward equity, justice, civility, and kindness. It is a powerful showcase of the endless opportunities for growth and
positive impacts when we look for them, create them, and keep living with that purpose of serving.

Poster Mingle and Reception

4:45 PM - 6:00 PM

Please join us for an early evening of poster presentations and a chance to connect
with our High Flying School winners.

Harborside

High-Flying School Winners
Hunterhill Elementary from Corbin, KY
Brian Bond, Principal

Misti Strunk, Counselor

Public School 13 - Margaret Lindemeyer School from Staten Island, NY
JoAnn Toto, Executive Administrative Assistant
Paul Martuccio, Principal

Poster Presentations
Subverting Summer Slide - ELL Camp Program
Andrea Dinan, EdD, Princeton Public Schools, New Hope, PA
Bullying Prevention Essay and Art Competitions: Honoring School District Champions
Chasity Tompkins, MEd, MAEE, University of Georgia, Conyers, GA
Creating and Sustaining a School Culture and Climate that Promotes Success
Rick Bolling, EdD, J. W. Adams Combined School, Pound, Virginia
Counseling Techniques and Programs for Working with Youth in Residential Settings
David Scott, PhD, Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina
A. Michelle Scott, LISW-CP/S, Lander University, Greenwood, Greenville, South Carolina
Aubrey Guyton, Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina
David Shelton, Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina
A Content Analysis of Literature on Parent Engagement in Child Mental Health Services
Brooke Wymer, PhD, LISW-CP/S, Clemson University, Greenville, SC
“The Barrio Beautification Effect:” Utilizing Graffiti as A Tool to Build Resiliency, Resistance, and Healing with
Adolescent Latino Boys and Young Men in Los Angeles
Francisco Lopez, MA, California State University Northridge an Legacy La, Los Angeles, California
Subverting Summer Slide
Christine Carbone, MA, Princeton Public Schools, Princeton, New Jersey
Expressive Arts to Foster Social Emotional Resilience
Lee Grimes, Valdosta State University
Teddi Cunningham, Valdosta State University

24

#NYAR22

Schedule
Tuesday, March 8, 2022

8:30 AM - 9:45 PM
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FEATURED SESSIONS:
UBUNTU (I AM BECAUSE WE ARE): Using Professional Development Practices to Build
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Teaching and Leading

Ballroom A

LaMarr Darnell Shields, PhD, The Cambio Group, Baltimore, MD, Chicago, IL
In this workshop, participants explore what it means to lead for equity within the challenges in which we find ourselves. Dr.
Shields will guide attendees through practical exercises to understand how equity work connects to teaching/learning initiatives.
The facilitator guides attendees through reflective questions to deepen equity work understanding and give strategies for
immediate use with vulnerable, underserved students. These learning tools are to develop leaders with an equity lens. Using an
equity lens, leaders work towards the creation of equitable practices and structures to be equipped to help other education
communities.

Relevance + Relationships = Results

Ballroom B

Hotep, MBA, PMI, Hustle University, Stone Mountain, GA
Relevant and responsive teaching is challenging. Building relationships is time-consuming. This workshop models one powerful
technique for doing both! Need to address SEL or implement restorative or trauma-informed practices? No problem! This makes
it easy to execute, even online! We end the session by showing activities that will enhance student performance and improve
behavior by transforming any classroom into a place students actually WANT to learn (especially the most “at-risk” youth).

More Good Days: Brain-Based Practices for Trauma Responsive Schools

Ballroom E & F

Joelle Hood, EdD, Thriving YOUniversity, Murrieta, CA
Janeen Antonelli
Trauma has exacerbated three things that the brain hates: chronic unpredictability, social isolation, and physical and emotional
restraint. In this experiential learning session, facilitators will focus on how to meet our brain's need for predictability, belonging
and connection, and voice and choice. Participants will walk away with a deeper understanding of the impact of trauma on
student learning and behavior, as well as research-based practices and strategies that they can begin to implement in their
classroom immediately as part of a trauma-informed approach.

Eliminating Colorism: What Schools Can Do to Keep Black Students Engaged

Scarbrough 1

Teshaunda Hannor-Walker, PhD, LPC, Walker & Hannor-Walker, LLC, Albany, GA
Jacque’ Walker, EdS, Worth County Middle School, Sylvester, GA
Colorism impacts a black student’s self-esteem, academic success, behavior, mental health, and other areas of healthy
functioning. Addressing colorism is possible by implementing Social Emotional Learning. Evidence-based SEL is effective to
address colorism in schools and apply in other disciplines. Integrating SEL into schools is likely to have a major impact towards
the end of colorism while improving engagement of black students. School counselors are especially situated to address
colorism.

Multi-Tiered Systems of Support

Scarbrough 5

Danny Weeks, EdD, Dickson County Schools, Dickson, TN
Woody Burton, EdD, Dickson County Schools, Dickson, TN
Steve Sorrells, MEd, Dickson County Schools, Dickson, TN
The Dickson County Tennessee School System continues to modify and adjust to the changing behavioral needs of students of
all ages. In the presentation, the team will share "why" we need to modify and adjust our approach to student behavioral needs,
and the "how" approach that the system has taken to explore new ideas and keep in touch with student needs. The
presentation will combine student services and special education approaches through restorative practices.
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Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Empowering Data Ownership & Engagement Through Student Led Conferences

Ballroom D

Candice Washington, MS, Avery Consultants, Atlanta, GA
Data should be used in the classroom to understand rather than punish—creating a “no blame” culture of data inquiry. This
requires a culture shift. One way to shift that culture is to encourage scholars to own their educational path through data inquiry
and goal setting. Student-led conferences (SLCs) help students achieve in a variety of ways including leadership development,
organizational skills, public speaking, and goal setting. SLCs encourage students to take ownership, responsibility, and
accountability for their learning data and can be implemented in grades K-12. The presenter will provide techniques for
improving student and parent engagement by implementing successful student-led conferences.

Change Your Mindset, Change Your Practice: Making RTI Work

Percival

Sarah Mayberry, EdD, Bibb County Schools, Macon, GA
Laren Carlton, EdS, Bibb County Schools, Macon, GA
The session discusses how one school district promoted growth among learners, equipped schools with resources to target
learning needs for struggling learners, and collected data to ensure that the RTI process was successful. Hear how district level
personnel compiled resources to help elementary teachers and leaders deepen their knowledge. Attendees hear how school
personnel supported the learning of teachers by scheduling time for intervention and continuing to provide a viable curriculum.

HEART
Duh, What Our Kids Need: Trauma-Informed SEL

Verelst

Grace Miller, LMSW, Bethlehem Center, Chattanooga, TN
Rachel DeVore, BEd, Bethlehem Center, Chattanooga, TN
Emily May, MSW, Bethlehem Center, Chattanooga, TN
Morgan Reeves, BSW, Bethlehem Center, Chattanooga, TN
Abby Morehead, MSW, Bethlehem Center, Chattanooga, TN
Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) has become widely recognized component of schools, out-of-school-time programs, and other
care facilities. However, do we as educators know how to practically implement SEL in a way that also addresses the trauma
many of our kids face? In this presentation, we will discuss how we actually implemented Trauma-Informed SEL practices into
our out-of-school-time program with respect to our students who have experienced systematic and systemic trauma.

The Restorative Path to School District Transformation II

Vernon

Louis Fletcher, PhD, School District 49, Colorado Springs, CO
David Watson, School District 49, Colorado Springs, CO
The Director of Culture & Services and the Director of Safety & Security for a Colorado School district with 27,000 students will
share the tools, techniques, and experiences that cultivated restorative practices (RP) in their district. The presenters will
discuss the effectiveness of proactive techniques, provide successful alternatives to traditional punishment, conduct a simulated
restorative expulsion hearing, and highlight the district’s partnership with teen court.

SEL Skills in Youth in Returning to School

Scarbrough 4

Gina Hudson, PhD, NCSP, Richmond County Schools, Augusta, GA
Matthew Johann, EdS, Richmond County Schools, Augusta, GA
This presentation identifies student perceptions of socio-emotional skills after a pandemic and provides strategies and practices
used by school support staff to identify and increase skills in the areas of need. Strategies include the use of mental health
teams and evidence based intervention materials. Results of a district-wide screening indicated students voiced positive gains
in the areas of supportive relationships and self-efficacy in grades 3-12. Teachers identified the greatest increase in student's
self-management skills.

26

#NYAR22

Schedule
Tuesday, March 8, 2022

8:30 AM - 9:45 PM

Session Four Breakouts

Sessions by Strand:
HEALTH
We All Have A Role to Play: A QPR Gatekeeper Training in Suicide Prevention

Sloane

Kanessa Doss, PhD, Troy University, Montgomery, AL
Sherrionda Crawford, PhD, LPC-S, NCC, ACS, Troy University, Troy, AL
Suicide is not only a serious problem in the United States but a critical public health issue worldwide. This interactive session
will discuss suicidality and address the roles of school teachers, administrators, school-based mental health professionals, staff,
students, and parents. Participants will receive the Question, Persuade, and Refer (QPR) “Gatekeeper” training and receive
certification.

Implementation of Community-based Trauma-Sensitive Yoga Program for Youth with
Complex Trauma

Scarbrough 2

Vira Salzburn, MSM, CAPM, MST TT, Chatham County Safety Net Planning Council, Inc.
Kierstin Graham
This presentation will discuss the implementation and scale-up of an evidence-based Trauma-Sensitive Yoga (TSY) program as
a part of a larger community-wide safety and resilience-building effort. It will explain the effectiveness of TSY interventions for
both clinical and non-clinical populations and highlight the physical, mental, emotional, and social benefits of a modified yoga
practice for youth and young adults with complex trauma.

Trauma in the Classroom

Scarbrough 3

Kaylin Coody, EdD, Oklahoma School Advisory Council, Muskogee, OK
The definition of trauma, and there the impact of trauma, is widely misunderstood. School personnel need to understand
trauma, how the brain reacts to stress, and identify supports for those sorting through the aftermath of trauma. Most critical in
schools is the idea of self-regulation. In this presentation, attendees will learn definitions, impacts and diagnosis of trauma, brain
science and strategies to support the classroom.

HOME
Family Rejection During COVID-19: Effects on Sexual and Gender Minority Stress and
Mental Health

Plimsoll

Karina Gattamorta, PhD, University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL
Roberto Roman Laporte, DNP, RN, CMSRN, EBP-C, University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL
John Salerno
Examine relationships between family rejection, SGM stressors, and psychological distress during COVID-19 among SGM
college students. Family rejection is linked to moderate-severe psychological distress, internalized homo- and transphobia,
identity concealment and victimization among students beyond social isolation or living at home. Such knowledge improves
awareness of how family rejection impacts mental health and identity related concerns of SGM students.

9:45 AM - 10:15 AM
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FEATURED SESSIONS:
The 3-Step Road Map for Supporting Your Most Disengaged Students and Their Families

Scarbrough 2

Bettye Blaize, Doing Time with My Son, LLC, Baltimore, MD
This interactive workshop will include hands-on applications and right-on-time strategies to support educators in collaborating
with families of those students who are the most disengaged and hardest to reach. Participants will leave the session with
resources and strategies that they can begin to use immediately in their classrooms and/or programs to engage even the most
disengaged students and families.

Youth ChalleNGe Program-A Life Saving Impact

Ballroom B

David Bill, Georgia Youth Challenge Program
This presentation will provide details of the opportunities to assist “youth at risk,” ages 16-18, who are in need of a structured
residential program that will develop the intellect and elevate the character of these young people. The Youth ChalleNGe
Program is one of the best alternatives to provide these young people the Second Chance at a productive life.

How CMPD Community Engagement Reduced Juvenile Arrest, RED and STPP

Ballroom A

Cara Evans-Patterson, BA, Program Manager, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, Charlotte, NC
Ryan Botzenmayer, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, Charlotte, NC
Mike Nguyen, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, Charlotte, NC
The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department goes above and beyond policing and has implemented programming that
educates young people on how to make better decisions and offers them life changing experiences and positive interactions
with law enforcement. These programs have resulted in lowering adolescent Arrest, Racial and Ethnic Disparities, and
School-To-Prison Pipeline.

Right Side of the TRACKS

Ballroom E & F

Peter Ferguson, BHS LLC T.R.A.C.K.S. Empowerment Leadership Program, Lincoln, NE
Keith L. Brown, 2020 Enterprises, Fayetteville, GA
This session will serve as a relevant bolster for those seeking to support "Youth At Promise," as their work towards achieving
their full promise and ultimately purpose. In addition, it will address how to fill an empowerment and opportunity gap for too often
overlooked at-promise scholars. Pete Ferguson will share insight into infusing the T.R.A.C.K.S. proven blueprint into attendees
present programming models/offerings, and attendees will gain insight into the programs' strength-based approach to support
scholars self-identity and ability to self-advocate, claim and attain their vision and be servant leaders who advocate for
educational and social justice, as seen in the documentary, "We Will Not Be Silent." Keith L. Brown, will provide first-hand
knowledge of the impact and positive outcomes of scholars, families, school/community/district and greater city experiences
directly enhanced by this program for "Youth At Promise." At the end of the session, participants will leave inspired, empowered
and equipped to do the following: A- Successfully launch a leadership program to support, enhance, and engage the youth they
serve. B-Create and Develop Relevant Projects that will keep youth engaged in meaning servant leadership and advocacy. CMinimize Negative behaviors in "Youth At Promise," by creating opportunities for their gifts and talents to flourish, so scholars
can learn to effectively "Love Themselves," Believe In Themselves, Be Proud of Themselves, and show the world they are
Geniuses.
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FEATURED SESSIONS:
Poverty Simulation

Harborside

Jackie Ogden, University of Georgia Cooperative Extension
Shavondra Ceasar, Savannah-Chatham Public Schools
Join us for an intimate opportunity to understand what many of our youth living in poverty face on a daily basis. Approximately
32.9 million Americans—11.7 million of whom are children under the age of 18—live in poverty every day. Many more have
incomes above the poverty line, but their incomes are still low enough to qualify for programs like Food Stamps and Medicaid.
The recent economic downturn has seen unemployment rates rise and the use of emergency food pantries increase. It is
difficult for those of us who have enough to fully understand the situations that families living in poverty experience every day;
the decisions they have to make; and the fears and frustrations they feel. That is why we are inviting you to walk a mile in the
shoes of those facing poverty by participating in the Community Action Poverty Simulation (CAPS). The CAPS provides
participants with the opportunity to assume the role of a low-income family member living on a limited budget. The experience is
divided into four 15-minute sessions, each of which represents one week in which you must provide for your family and maintain
your home. As one participant commented, “This simulation dramatically demonstrates how much time and energy many
families have to give just to survive from day to day.” It quickly dispels the myth “that people would do fine if they would only go
out and get a job!”

Engaging Families Using the 3 C’s: Cars, Couches, and Computers

Scarbrough 1

Megan Killingsworth, BS Elementary Education, Forsyth County Schools, Cumming, GA
Polly Tennies, EdD, Forsyth County Schools Principal, Cumming GA
Family engagement is a common goal for schools. Engaging families is as important as ever but really difficult when schools
aren’t open for face to face learning or can’t allow parents in the building. This presentation is designed for school employees
who want to engage parents even when they can’t come into the building.

Mental Health and Wellness Panel

Scarbrough 5

Jessica Matthewson, MSCJ, CPRP, Gateway Community Service Board
Richard Cleveland, PhD, LPC, NCC, ACS, Georgia Southern University
Jennifer Perry, PhD, LCMHCA, NCC, Georgia Southern University
This panel will examine childhood and adolescent mental health. With suicide rates increasing and anxiety/
depression diagnoses escalating, these panelists will share tools necessary for supporting youth’s emotional,
psychological, and social well-being.

Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Bars to Bridges: Culturally Responsive Education Advocacy

Ballroom D

Micaella Flores, BS, Bars to Bridges- Multnomah Education Service District, Portland, OR
Sidonia Simpson, BS, Bars to Bridges- Multnomah Education Service District, Portland, OR
Hannah Haugen, BA, Bars to Bridges- Multnomah Education Service District, Portland, OR
Christine Otto
We'll explore tangible ways to advocate for BIPOC students who've experienced educational disruptions. We’ll discuss the
methods and model The Bars to Bridges Program uses to successfully transition justice involved youth into their academic
settings and maintain engagement in education.
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Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Social-Emotional Learning in the Classroom

Scarbrough 3

Kaylin Coody, EdD, Oklahoma School Advisory Council, Muskogee, OK
The demands of school are intense and numerous. Unfortunately, this often leads to a focus on only academics in the
classroom, with little time or effort toward students' social-emotional growth. This presentation will provide a brief overview of
the CASEL model and easy to imbed SEL strategies for the classroom.

Incidents of Abuse and Neglect Cases and Concerns Among Middle School Students During
COVID 19, May 2020-July 2021 Reasons, Effects, and Implications

Percival

Ivan Page, PhD, Albany State University, Albany, GA
This workshop focuses on middle school students who are at risk due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Particular attention will be
given to the lasting effects that at risk children could display because of abuse and neglect experiences. Particular attention will
be given to the following: Family stress indicators, Increase in the number of abuse and neglect cases reported, Lack of social
interaction resulting from social isolation, Lack of skills for caregivers responsible for children being at home everyday and
Services and programs to help this at-risk population

HEART
Being a Lighthouse on the Shore of the Stormy Sea of Grief: Supporting Loss-Affected Youth

Vernon

Gary W. Mauk, PhD, NCSP, The University of North Carolina at Pembroke, Pembroke, NC
M. Bruce Garris, MAEd, LCMHCS, University of North Carolina at Pembroke, Bridge Builders Counseling,
Wilmington, NC
As children and adolescents journey through life, they experience personally significant losses and associated grief that can
negatively impact their physical/mental health, optimal development, and learning. Applying a broad-based perspective of loss,
this presentation will acquaint educators/youth workers with (a) loss-related constructs and events, (b) potential physical,
intellectual, emotional, and social effects of loss experiences, (c) supportive interventions, and (d) recommended print and
Internet-based resources.

HANDS
Hike Your Own Hike: An individualized Approach to Secondary Social Emotional Learning

Verelist

Martha Kent, EdS, Mountain Education Charter High School, Cleveland, GA
Pam Smith, MSW, Mountain Education Charter High School, Cleveland, GA
Mountain Education Charter High School’s Social Emotional Learning curriculum is called Hike Your Own Hike. The program is
a combination of skill based and narrative based instruction with both Tier 1 and Tier 2 components. Students utilize their
individualized “Trail Guide” to build resilience and develop skills to navigate life’s paths both in and beyond high school in a
healthy, productive manner.
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10:15 AM - 11:30 AM
Sessions by Strand:
HEALTH
A Call To Action: Mental Health Initiatives in Schools

Sloane

Patrick Watson, EdS, Bloomfield Hills Schools, Bloomfield Hills, MI
This presentation will focus on steps that can be taken now to best support our students' mental health in school, and what can
be done in the future to increase that support.

HOME
A Virtual Community Literacy Partnership between Middle School Students and Future
Educators

Plimsoll

Anne Katz, PhD, Georgia Southern University, Savannah, GA
Gabrielle Brundidge, Hubert Middle School, SCCPSS, Savannah, GA
A place-based literacy project was implemented virtually on a weekly basis with middle school literacy leaders. Middle school
students completed a project alongside pre-service university educators. All students read short stories from “Look Both Ways:
A Tale Told in Ten Blocks” by Jason Reynolds, participated in virtual literature circle discussions, and wrote short stories inspired
by the mentor text. Virtual writing conferences allowed students to share their stories and conference with each other.

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Lunch Explore Savannah

Don’t forget to complete
the session evaluations on
the event site!
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1:00 PM - 2:15 PM

Session Six Breakouts

FEATURED SESSIONS:
Hurt People Hurt People: The Effects of Trauma on Young People on Those Who Care for
Them

Ballroom A

LaMarr Darnell Shields, PhD, The Cambio Group, Baltimore, MD, Chicago, IL
This interactive workshop will to support educators and youth services providers to develop trauma-sensitive classrooms,
schools, and programs. Through our trauma-informed training, educators will learn skills and tools that will enable them to better
engage children through a trauma-informed lens. Participants will learn practical strategies centered around establishing
trauma-informed classroom practices and routines, forming and maintaining effective student relationships, and the acquisition
of skills for increasing their own self-awareness and emotional management in maintaining a trauma-sensitive space.

At-Risk Professionals working with At-Risk Youth: Discovering Your Sweet Spot

Ballroom B

Joe Johnson, PhD, Joe Johnson Group, Milwaukee, WI
Working with at-risk youth can be challenging, frustrating, and very disappointing to professionals who are working outside of
their "Sweet Spot." Many professionals fall victim to a belief that "having a heart" is enough to create impact. This session is
designed for professionals that are burning out on searching for their "Sweet Spot" within the at-risk youth career field, or ready
to discover and leverage their skills and strengths for standard or non-traditional opportunities.

Relationship Matters

Ballroom E & F

Peter Ferguson, BHS LLC T.R.A.C.K.S. Empowerment Leadership Program, Lincoln, NE
This discussion will address how positive relationships between providers, families, students, and community partners
help build hope, resiliency, and positive outcomes. Individuals who have hope and are resilient have better life outcomes.
How can someone's race, sex, age, and other characteristics inﬂuence how we see and treat them even when we are
genuinely trying to be unbiased? What concrete steps can we take to help prevent this from happening? Through a mix of
short presentations, lively activities, and discussions, we will explore some harmful side effects of how our brains
naturally perceive, categorize, and draw inferences about the world, including other people. We will discuss and build
strategies and actionable, practical steps to take on our walk toward discomfort to reduce or eliminate it.
The session will use large group and small group activities to engage participants about relationship building and
school/community resources.
Suicide Prevention Panel

Scarbrough 5

Vira Salzburn, MSM, CAPM, MSC TT, Chatham County Safety Net Planning Council, Inc.
Tara Jennings
This panel will focus on upstream approaches to suicide prevention and will discuss available resources for schools and
communities.

Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Teaching with Love, Discipline, and Learning. The Personalized Alternative Learning School
(PALS)

Scarbrough 1

Christopher Ware, MEd, Upshur County Schools, Buckhannon, WV
Debbie Shapiro, MEd, Upshur County Schools, Buckhannon, WV
Mrs. Shapiro and Mr. Ware will present as educational facilitators of the Personalized Alternative Learning School, or PALS for
short. They will discuss successes and challenges of developing and running an alternative middle school, a program which has
inspired district-wide participation at elementary through high school levels. They will also discuss the benefits of using a
therapy animal in the classroom.
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Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Cobb Horizon High School: The New Face of Alternative Education

Percival

Chris Jackson, EdS, Cobb County School District, Marietta, GA
Tammy MacLean EdS, Cobb County School District, Marietta, GA
Cindy Simpson, EdS, Cobb County School District, Marietta, GA
Almeada Walker, EdS, Cobb County School District, Marietta, GA
“Alternative programs” are mostly viewed as the ugly stepchild and as a “second chance” for students/educators when the
traditional high school experience is unsuccessful. We will present how the Cobb County School District created an academic
alternative school, Cobb Horizon High School. CHHS is an academic alternative high school designed for a growing population
of non-traditional, at-risk, and credit deficient students. We explain the process of developing an academic alternative high
school, share tools and strategies that have been an integral part of building our school culture and program, and our successes
and struggles.

HEART
Teaching Students About Trauma, Stress, and Brain Regulation

Ballroom D

Kathy Van Horn, LP, MEd, Executive Vice President, North Wales, PA
All students are impacted by stress and improve learning through understanding of the brain. For students who have
experienced trauma this information is crucial to their success. Empowering all students with knowledge of trauma and concepts
for healing is vital. Learn principles/strategies for teaching key trauma-informed principles including physical, emotional, and
cortical regulation strategies. These principles and strategies can be taught individually, to groups, or in classroom settings.

Developing Effective Alternative Programming

Verelst

Steve Baule, EdD, PhD, Winona State University, Winona, MN
The session will provide an overview of why alternative programs were needed in the first place including the push from the
school board "to do something." The changes in culture and leadership that needed to be implemented in order to establish the
programs including moving to a district-wide implementation of PBIS. Additionally, we will touch on how these programs
interacted with the changes underway in Indiana's juvenile justice initiative called Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative (JDAI).

The Play’s the Thing—Connecting through Theatre

Vernon

Gina Moore, LMSW, ARTreach 180/Crosswalk USA, McDonough, GA
This workshop is designed for those with experience or interest in using the creative process with students to strengthen SEL
skills and rebound from the pandemic isolation. Using applied theatre methods and team-building and problem-solving activities,
we demonstrate ways to connect by allowing students to tell stories through fictional characters. The session combines current
research with group exercises, discussion circles, and times for self-reflection inherent in the creative process.
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Sessions by Strand:
HANDS
Face the ACE: Law Enforcement Working with Educators to Overcome Adverse Childhood
Experiences

Scarbrough 4

Hunter Taylor, JD, Riverside County District Attorney's Office, Riverside, CA
Designed for law enforcement, educators, and all citizens working with youth, this presentation details how prosecutors and
educators from one of the country’s largest counties have collaborated to prevent and respond to youth victimization and other
adverse childhood experiences. This presentation explains how, instead of focusing on the prosecution of children, law
enforcement can utilize education, social/emotional supports, and local resources to bring healing to families while also
strengthening familial and community bonds. This presentation also addresses unique law enforcement and education
collaborations designed to prevent crime and assist youth that have already experienced victimization and other traumatic
events.

HEALTH
Resilience and Mental Health Outcomes Among Children that Experienced Multiple Adverse
Childhood Experiences

Sloane

Kevin Keane, MBA, MA, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL
Retta Evans, PhD, MCHES, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL
Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are associated with poorer child and adult outcomes. Research has identified protective
factors that may mitigate ACEs. This program presents research that explored whether protective factors identified by a
resiliency framework were associated with a lower likelihood of mental health issues in children experiencing multiple ACEs.
The presenters will discuss potential strategies to target the most salient factors.

Spicing Up Student Supports with Equity and Excellence the SELma Way

Scarbrough 3

Ozella Ford, PhD, Selma City Schools, Selma, AL
Mariama DeRamus, EdS, Selma City Schools, Selma, AL
Kenyetta Evans, MS, Selma City Schools, Selma, AL
Alisa Smiley, EdD, Selma City Schools, Selma, AL
This presentation will show how Selma City Schools created processes to enhance student support through innovative practices
that encompass SEL, physical health, and mental well-being. This has enabled our small rural school district to cultivate
supportive, equitable learning environments and meaningful relationships while offering timely support and services to meet the
needs of the “whole child” and family.

HOME
The School to Home to Community Connection

Plimsoll

Rob Brown, EdD, Lumpkin County Schools, Dahlonega, GA
Jason Lemley, EdS, Lumpkin County School System, Dahlonega, GA
As a school district in rural north Georgia, Lumpkin County Schools recognizes as a basic premise that parents and families are
children’s first teachers, that our community is integral to the success of our students, that both family and community are
essential partners in the education process, and that the success of students in Lumpkin County is a shared interest of the
school, the family, and the community. With this belief, we are #FocusedForward as we leverage our families and our
community to positively impact student outcomes!

2:15 PM - 2:45 PM
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2:45 PM - 4:00 PM

Session Seven Breakouts

FEATURED SESSIONS:
Black Girl Magic: Understanding Our Misunderstood Black Girls Through Therapeutic
Relationship Building

Ballroom A

Phylicia Anderson, MSW, LCSW, P. Anderson, Savannah, GA
“Black Girl Magic” is a popular phrase that celebrates the beauty, power, and resiliency of black womanhood. Just like magic,
black girls are often misunderstood and feared. Through implicit biases, stereotypes, and discrimination, many black girls are
unable to reach their full potential. As change agents, it is our responsibility to break barriers and build therapeutic relationships
to tap into black girl magic!

Pursue Your Purpose Not Your Dreams: Jay Z Did It and At-Risk Students Can, Too

Ballroom B

Joe Johnson, PhD, Joe Johnson Group, Milwaukee, WI
So many students have been conditioned to dream big and follow their dreams. What happens when students do everything
they can to attain a dream but it never becomes a reality? Or what happens when they reach the so called dream and it's not
what they expected? This session is designed to inform educators to help at-risk students understand the difference between
purpose and dreams, and to give educators a process called R4 to use with at-risk students struggling to become Life, College,
and Career ready!

Empowering the Best Behavior: 5 Essential Tools for Every Helper's Toolbox

Scarbrough 1

Frank Kros, MSW, JD, Kros Learning Group, Fallston, MD
Helping youth develop and expand behavioral skills is the basis of our work. Under increased stresses of the pandemic, it's
essential to empower youth to grow their behavior to respond to new situations. This session equips youth-serving professionals
with five concrete tools to boost behavior shaping skills. These strategies are practical, directly applicable, research based and
effective. Leave confident and inspired to engage youth in developing behavior to build resilience and enhance success.

Ball of Confusion! That’s What the World is Today! So, What Do We Do?

Scarbrough 5

Bea Lewis, MS Educational Leadership, BEAHIVE Education Consulting, South Carolina State University, Nova
Southeastern University, Jacksonville, FL
Research shows resilience is ordinary. The road to resilience involves extensive emotional distress; the pandemic, in-person vs
remote learning, masks, social distancing, cultural competencies to name a few. How did we do it? What should/can we do?
The session addresses burnout and challenges to learn that resilience is built when we experience adversity and emerge
stronger. Attendees will be engaged in interactive and thought reflection methods to build resilience in uncertain school cultures.

Keeping Families Connected Through the Pandemic

Ballroom E & F

Michael O’ Neal, Parent University, Savannah, GA
For 20+ years in Savannah, Georgia, Parent University has successfully enhanced the ability of families to create an
environment in which learning thrives for both children and parents. When the pandemic closed schools and
disrupted normal programming, Parent University immediately pivoted to online programming to continue connecting
families with relevant education, resources, and support throughout this time of need. The pandemic exposed a
huge gap in technology and education, so Parent University began working to close that gap with our new Tech
College. Experience the Parent University journey to expand its philosophy in other locations around the country.
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Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Weighing the Options: Student Services within Diverse Communities

Ballroom D

Jessica Traylor, EdD, Gordon State College, Barnesville, GA
Ryran Traylor, MBA, Gordon State College, Barnesville, GA
Elijah Clemmons, Gordon State College, Barnesville, GA
Edwin Cordero
Why don't students take advantage of the supports we offer? Gordon State College students explored this question. The
presenters will explain the deliberative dialogue process, share current research on why the process works, and engage
participants in a brief dialogue about student success. Participants will learn both the process of deliberative dialogue and the
specific strategies that resulted from research with college students.

An Application of Egan's Theory: Teaching As Storytelling

Percival

Chang'aa Mweti, PhD, African and African American Studies Program, University of Minnesota, Duluth, MN
Every teacher is a storyteller! Learn storytelling tips and techniques for motivating underachieving students. Motivating teaching
stories enkindle longing hearts and thaw out frozen brains. Employ storytelling to appeal to students’ emotions and build bridges
across cultures. Learn teaching tips and techniques on storytelling in the classroom including how to sneak it through the
backdoor to make learning fun!

Building Relationships and Fostering Inclusion in the Virtual Setting

Scarbrough 2

Jennifer Freds, MA Education, Georgia Connections Academy, Duluth, GA
Sara Tran, MEd, Georgia Connections Academy, Duluth, GA
As many educators navigate the transition to virtual learning, there is a need to promote positive relationships and inclusion in
those settings. During this session, we will explore research behind why creating an inclusive and supportive classroom culture
is meaningful, what challenges online educators face in doing so, and how we can develop and implement strategies and
solutions that work for students at risk due to disengagement.

HEART
Mindfulness: What it is, How to Implement, and Why Every School Needs it

Vernon

Ashley Baer, MEd, Forsyth County School District, Cumming, GA
This presentation will teach the science and benefits of mindfulness and why every school should implement mindful breathing.
Including her own story of resilience from childhood loss, trauma and the foster care system, Ashley will show Mindful
Movement and Mindful breath strategies as tools for implementing mindfulness in short effective ways to build SEL and
Executive Function. Using a breathing ball, a focus bell, games and kinesthetic movements, Ashley teaches simple and
time-efficient strategies to address the distracted and emotional student. This session will be experiential with practices that
educators can incorporate in their daily life.

Examining SEL in Schools: An Evidence-Based Look at Program Implementation in a
Post-Pandemic Setting

Scarbrough 3

Joseph Jablonski, EdD, Millcreek Township School District, Erie, PA
Eric J. Bieniek, PhD, BCBA-D, Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock, PA
This presentation will examine a school’s implementation of Second Step, an SEL curriculum. Specifically highlighting the
behavioral effect on both regular education students and students in need of emotional support. Also discussed will be the
impact on the school climate during a year where teachers were re-integrating from the COVID-19 pandemic.

36

#NYAR22

Schedule
Tuesday, March 8, 2022

2:45 PM - 4:00 PM

Session Seven Breakouts

Sessions by Strand:
HANDS
Intervening In the School to Prison Pipeline for Students with Dis/Ability

Verelst

Miruna Ouatu-Lascar, MEd, Chapman University, Orange, CA
The presentation will explore the implications of race, ethnicities, and dis/ability identity in the school to prison phenomena. It
will also explore the impact of interventions and how they relate to race, ethnicity and dis/ability identity, and can be utilized to
create school policy that serves to curtail the school to prison pipeline as well as develop a curriculum fostered in social justice
that empowers students of color with a dis/ability in their our identity.

HEALTH
The Effect of Teacher-Student Relationships and Stress on Psychosocial Functioning
During Early Adolescence

Sloane

Kevin Keane, MBA, MA, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL
Retta Evans, PhD, MCHES, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL
Catheryn Orihuela, PhD, University of Alabama, Birmingham, AL
Early adolescents are at an increased risk of poorer psychosocial functioning due to developmental changes. This presentation
provides an overview of research exploring relationships between stress, teacher-student relationships, and psychosocial
functioning (depression, anxiety, aggression, and rule-breaking) during early adolescence. The presenters will then discuss
future research and strategies needed to reduce stress and improve teacher-student relationships and psychosocial functioning.

HOME
Collective Impact: The Strategies and Realities Community Engagement and Securing
Funding

Plimsoll

Kenneth M. Karamichael, EdM, Georgian Court University, New Brunswick, NJ
Richard L. Edwards, PhD, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ
This session discusses the trend among funders towards a result-oriented and collaborative approach to service delivery among
community organizations, and the ways in which to make this approach better. This session addresses effective strategies for
pursuing diverse funding streams, developing and maintaining healthy partnerships, and utilizing tools in data collection,
administration, and program evaluation to best support promoting academic and workforce development among disconnected
youth.

A Family Affair: Together YOU Can Make the Difference!

Scarbrough 4

Janet Johnson, EdS, Dalton State College, Dalton, GA
Jacqueline Mesco, EdD, Dalton State College, Dalton, GA
This focus of this presentation is on a series of sessions with parents and their young children in the area of literacy. By
highlighting a diverse individual each week, we were able to provide not only literacy support, but diverse role models for our
young learners and their families. Families were provided with instruction, free books and activities that enabled family learning
and collaboration at home.
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7:00 AM - 8:00 AM

Breakfast

7:45 AM - 8:00 AM

Welcome and Closing Comments
Regency Ballroom

Wednesday Keynote Presentation
Closing Welcome

Dr. Alisa Leckie, Co-Chair, NYAR Conference
Dr. Taylor Norman, Co-Chair, NYAR Conference

Introduction of Keynote Speaker

Dr. Ann Levett, Superintendent, Savannah Chatham County Public Schools

Welcome Keynote

8:00 AM - 9:15 AM

7 Steps to Building Schools and Communities
of Hope Through Student Voice, Community
Partnerships, and Wraparound Services
What happens when early warning systems point to barriers outside of the
school’s control? How do schools address issues of transiency, family changes,
poverty, trauma, immigration, addiction, mental, emotional, social, and physical
health? Teachers, principals, and more importantly, students, know external
factors get in the way of student learning, but don’t know what to do about
them. Come hear the authors of the IPPY Gold Medal recipient winner The
Wraparound Guide: How to Gather Student Voice, Build Community
Partnerships, and Cultivate Hope. Leigh and Linda will break down The
Centergy Cycle—a flexible, replicable, and scalable framework for bringing
wraparound services into your school. You will receive an overview of how your
school and district can leverage community partnerships as well as state and
federal ESSER resources to holistically meet the family, social & emotional, and
academic needs of your students. By empowering the voice of students and
coaching districts on how to provide students and families with integrated and
coordinated wraparound services, Leigh Colburn and Linda Beggs of The
Centergy Project are helping schools revolutionize student support within the
public education system.

Linda Beggs & Leigh Colburn
Co-Founders of The Centergy Project

9:15 AM - 9:45 AM
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FEATURED SESSIONS:
Leaders Lead: Ending the Failing School Cycle

Ballroom A & B

Hotep, MBA, PMI, Hustle University, Stone Mountain, GA
When a school is identified as "failing" a very troubling series of events transpires. These events are consistent: at the district
level, among principals, teachers and even parents and students. The impact of this phenomenon is predictable, cyclical, and
therefore, only leads to more school failure. Add learning loss and crisis fatigue due to COVID-19, virtual learning and racial/
social unrest, and schools in low-income, minority communities are even more vulnerable than ever. We have identified and
coined this national predicament, “The Failing School Cycle”. This presentation will share 10 years of data from schools across
the US, as well as recent case-studies and evidence-based solutions!

Young, Gifted, White and At Risk: A Courageous Conversation/Training on creating a
climate to reduce mass school shootings and other negative behaviors, most often
perpetuated by the forgotten population: Young White Males.

Ballroom E & F

Keith L. Brown, 2020 Enterprises, Fayetteville, GA
As Sincere Youth Advocates, much of our work rightfully centers around enhancing the lives of the underserved, which in most
cases are Black and Brown Youth. We work tirelessly to minimize their negative behaviors, operate with restorative justice
initiatives and prevention overall, while nurturing the gifts they have on the inside. In doing so, however, we have ignored the
negative, often tragic behavior of the young white males we serve or at least created a climate where young white males are
viewed as "ideal youth," thus casting an even greater and detrimental light on Black and Brown Youth.
In this highly engaging, interactive session- Keith L. Brown, "Mr. I'm Possible," will provide data from over two decades of mass
school shootings, examples of his work with young white males, and WHY we should pay much more attention to minimizing
the negative behaviors of young white males in the schools, agencies, and organizations we serve nationally and globally. In
doing so- we will begin to shape the narrative that all our youth are potentially great and/or potentially violent, and we have a
profound say so in which comes to fruition. This session will provide tangible tools that can be implemented immediately.

Social-Emotional Learning & Wellness 4 Wounded Students

Scarbrough 4

Joe Hendershott, EdD, Hope 4 the Wounded, LLC, Columbus, OH
Emotional poverty is a deterrent to equity and academic success. Research shows half the nation's children experience trauma,
which has profound impacts on behaviors, relationships, mental health, and learning. Educators should understand the
social-emotional needs of traumatized children to avoid using inept tactics and consequences. This session employs a
practitioner-developed model to keep children engaged in academic settings for physical/emotional safety and in
HOPE-centered groups, by navigating impacts of recent traumas.

Black Girl Magic: Understanding Our Misunderstood Black Girls Through Therapeutic
Relationship Building *Encore Presentation

Scarbrough 5

Phylicia Anderson, MSW, LCSW, P. Anderson, Savannah, GA
“Black Girl Magic” is a popular phrase that celebrates the beauty, power, and resiliency of black womanhood. Just like magic,
black girls are often misunderstood and feared. Through implicit biases, stereotypes, and discrimination, many black girls are
unable to reach their full potential. As change agents, it is our responsibility to break barriers and build therapeutic relationships
to tap into black girl magic!

National Youth Advocacy and Resilience Journal: Overview and Opportunities

Verelst

Michelle Reidel, PhD, Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, GA
The National Youth Advocacy and Resilience Journal, sponsored by the College of Education at Georgia Southern University, is
a publishing outlet where both researchers and practitioners can learn about and share information regarding youth placed at
risk. Editors will provide an overview of the journal, highlight past issues, and share tips on how to get published. As part of this
interactive session, attendees are encouraged to ask questions and/or describe ideas regarding possible journal submissions.
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Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Nurturing Change Agents: Teaching About Structural Inequality Through
Service-Learning

Percival

Christen Clougherty, PhD, Nobis Project, Savannah, GA
“If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with
mine, then let us work together.” Explore L. Watson’s idea of interconnectedness as it relates to social justice. Leave with
experiential activities to take back to your classroom and tools for engaging students in advocacy.

Reimagining Family Engagement: A Drive-Thru Bilingual Family Literacy & Math Program

Plimsoll

Katherine Stieber, MEd, Birney Elementary School, Marietta, GA
Kristen Milligan, Literatura Bilingual Family Literacy Program, Marietta, GA
Greg Green, Literatura Bilingual Family Literacy Program, Marietta, GA
In order to meet the needs of their school community, Birney Elementary School collaborated with their Partner In Education,
Northwest Exterminating, Inc., to develop a successful drive-through bilingual family literacy program. Presenters will share how
to develop and implement an effective bilingual family engagement program that continues to grow and positively impact the
school community with each subsequent event.

Is Your School an A.S.S.E.T.?: Focusing on School Mental Health and Equitable Instruction

Scarbrough 3

Taneesha Thomas, M.Ed., Focused Minds Education Group, Covington, GA
Emily Meeks
This workshop provides educators with classroom resources that can be used within existing curriculum frameworks to enhance
the mental health literacy of both students and teachers. The session suggests strategies to implement strategic, systemic and
sustainable changes which promote academic growth, resiliency and wellness.

HEART
Clippers & Cops and Go Pro in Life

Ballroom D

Tyrone Dennis, Rockwood School District, St. Louis, MO
Clippers and Cops is an organization for APD officers to speak about our good and bad experiences. This is a discussion to
give people a safe platform for their voices to be heard without judgement, and a place to have an open dialogue about any
adversity. We give our own input on the challenges we face having to do our jobs in the hostile climate we live in. Anyone can
express their fears and feelings about the police and open up about their encounters that have contributed to any prejudices.

Start With Hello: Teaching Empathy and Empowering Youth to End Social Isolation in
Three Steps

Scarbrough 2

Annie Stephens, Newtown, CT
Erika Latines, Sandy Hook Promise, Newtown, CT
Sandy Hook Promise’s Start With Hello program teaches youth how to be more inclusive and connected to one another. It
empowers youth to build a culture of connectedness and community, minimizing social isolation, marginalization, rejection, and
their impacts by following three simple steps 1: See someone alone. 2: Reach out and help, and 3: Start With Hello.
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9:45 AM - 11:00 AM
Sessions by Strand:
HEALTH
Pathways to Resilience: Lessons Learned from Covid-19

Sloane

Mary Hollingsworth, PhD, LPC, BCC, BC-TMH, University of West Alabama, Livingston, AL
This session shares information gathered from 172 youth in various areas of the country on what prepared them for and
sustained them through the pandemic. The graduate students were in a human growth and development course, and focused
on aspects of life factors before the pandemic that helped and also hindered the young person survive and thrive, what they had
that helped to survive and thrive, as well as what challenged their ability to survive and thrive during the pandemic?

Traumatization of Youth and Adolescents in the Classroom: Preparing Novice Teachers to
Address the Academic and Social-Emotional Needs of Students Affected by Trauma

Scarbrough 4

Annessa Steele, DEd, Edinboro University, Slippery Rock, PA
Whitney Wesley, DEd, Edinboro University, Edinboro, PA
This presentation will explore trauma within the classroom and provide a detailed description of the knowledge, skills, and
dispositions compromising trauma-informed educator competencies. Using an interdisciplinary approach, participants will
develop a skill set to support the education and development of the whole-child, while preparing teachers and school leaders to
recognize the signs of adolescent trauma in the classroom. Trauma-Informed knowledge invites changes to traditional and
postmodern pedagogical practices, placing attunement (connecting) and mentoring (coaching) at the core of learning.
Educators currently receive little professional development on how trauma impacts students and how to support the education
of these students. To compound this, unaddressed student trauma is a major factor in teacher frustration, low job satisfaction,
and burnout. The educational needs of these youth are complex, and this presentation will provide best-practices in
trauma-informed care that assures educators that TIPS is based on sound research and is a universal design appropriate for all
students.

HOME
Win, Win! Finding Experiences for Preservice Teachers

Vernon

Jacqueline Mesco, EdD, Dalton State College, Dalton, GA
Janet Johnson, EdS, Dalton State College, Dalton, GA
The presentation will explore finding field experiences for preservice teachers during the summer. The presenters will explain
how they came about this experience and the steps to continue the opportunity for preservice teachers. Challenges and
successes will be discussed.

11:00 AM - 11:15 AM

Break/ Session Change

Don’t forget to complete
the session evaluations on
the event site!
41

bit.ly/NYAR2022

#NYAR22

Schedule
Wednesday, March 9, 2022

11:15 AM - 12:30 PM
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FEATURED SESSIONS:
Taking Time To B.R.E.A.T.H.E. Strategies for Strengthening Personal and Professional
Resilience

Ballroom A & B

Joelle Hood, EdD, Thriving YOUniversity, Murrieta, CA
Life is full of uncertainty and stress. Chronic stress affects morale of the home, classroom, organization, and
community. This workshop leaves attendees with research-based practices of Mindfulness, Positive Psychology,
Emotional Intelligence, and Social Psychology, that improves stress, anxiety, and performance, and restores
physical and psychological wellness. This learning session guides how to give staff the understanding, motivation,
and practices needed to become better humans, educators, and leaders.
Youth & Trauma: The Hidden Impact of Grief and Loss In Rural Communities

Ballroom E & F

Kiana Battle, PhD, LMSW, Dr. Kiana Battle, LLC Consulting, Griffin, GA
This presentation will expose the hidden impact that grief and loss have on youth, specifically in rural communities.
Issues include at-risk behaviors, trauma, mental health issues, issues of low self-concept, and more.
The presentation will also highlight the inequities in the availability of comprehensive service delivery networks for
this population. Participants will be provided with best-practice interventions through the lens of a trauma-informed
approach and stakeholder collaboration.

Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
Diversifying STEM: Increasing Participation in Underrepresented Groups

Ballroom D

Linda Johnson-McClinton, EdD, Enriching Explorations in Engineering, Las Vegas, NV
In order for teachers to be capable of providing a high-quality education in STEM coursework, they will need to tap into
students’ learning and application of knowledge through the vernacular, vocabulary and culture of the students. The pedagogy
of teachers will need to evolve and become an integrated component of the curriculum connected to real-world scenarios. A
reformatted structure in education will help to diversify the field of STEM.

The Lived Experiences of Vulnerable Youth, Their Resilience and the Implications of
Learning Post Covid-19

Sloane

Patrese A. Mason, PhD, EdD, Dr. Patrese A. Mason, LLC, Gahanna, OH
Everyone has lived experiences that they bring to the table and youth are no different. A strong sense of valuing those
experiences are essential to the implications of one’s teaching and learning. To value students’ lived experiences cultivates
sense of agency, self-compassion, self-efficacy thus builds and honors their capacity for resilience and more successful
academic outcomes.

Bridging Vertical Teams and PLC's

Scarbrough 1

Melissa Maynard, MEd, BA, Wayne Elementary School, Wayne, WV
Vertical Teams and PLC's are all about academics and how we can improve instruction. I will discuss how these two are not
competitors, but using them in a collaborative manner will improve instruction, assessments, and student achievement.
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Sessions by Strand:
HEAD
I Wish My Teacher Knew: Trauma, Stress, and Learning in Today’s Classrooms

Scarbrough 3

Janie Goodman, PhD, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
Victoria Oglan, PhD, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
Educators have the power to create schools where all students can learn and feel safe. This presentation highlights the
importance of establishing teacher-student relationships, how these relationships impact learning and social-emotional
well-being, the roles authentic reading and writing engagements play in learning, strategies for trauma-informed and
trauma-responsive teaching, and the power of establishing family and community support for teachers and schools.

HEART
Decreasing Challenging Behavior by Establishing Prosocial and Academic Skills:
Differential Reinforcement, Social Skills Instruction, and Self-Management

Ballroom D

Tom Clees, PhD, Associate Professor, University of Georgia, Athens, GA
Sarah Babcock
Multiple evidence-based strategies have been described that not only establish or increase desirable behavioral/affective
outcomes (e.g., pro-social skills) and academic engagement (e.g., on-task, task completion), but have the added benefit of
simultaneously decreasing challenging behaviors. This presentation will focus on three such strategies, including (1) Differential
Reinforcement, (2) Social Skills Instruction, and (3) Self-Management.

Pornography- Social, Emotional and Mental Implications Among Adolescents

Percival

William Canady, LMSW, Dublin City Schools, Dublin, GA
This session explains the historical development of pornography. 1- Porn’s impact on brain development of reward pathways. 2Porn can be a false substitute for real intimacy, resulting in decreased sexual satisfaction with a real person and increased
verbal and physical aggression. 3- Porn promotes sex trafficking, promotes multiple sex partners and reduced STD prevention.
4- A review of interventions available to assist clients in navigating a life away from pornography.

Situating Hope Theory in Supervision Theory: Increasing Goal-Setting Skills for Teachers
and Students

Vernon

Chasity Tompkins, MEd, MAEE, University of Georgia, Athens, GA
Supervision is defined as “a critical watching and directing” (Merriam-Webster). This strong use of direction completes the act of
supervision and includes a constant two-way flow of communication between supervisor and supervised. Through strategic goal
setting, those supervised can position themselves with hope. In this workshop, I will discuss the key components, research
base, and the education situation for Hope Theory within Supervision Theory.

Encourage Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Resilience Through Literature

Scarbrough 2

Cassandra Campbell, Savannah State University, Savannah, GA, University of South Carolina, Beaufort, SC
The takeaway from this presentation will help build young children self-esteem through self talk, positive thinking, controlling
anger, and discussions about issues going on in today's world and contemporary books.
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HEART
Connection as a Catalyst for Change

Scarbrough 4

Andranel Brown, BA, MAT, Anchorage School District, Anchorage, AK
Jessica Graziano, BS, MAT, MS, Anchorage School District, Anchorage, AK
Do you look at your students and wonder why they aren't making academic gains? Do you wonder why students aren't
attending school and staff have given up? The presenters worked with three diverse secondary schools to rewrite the playbook
for student and staff connectedness. The resulting climate of these buildings have shown staff and students that everyone
benefits when the entire community works together.

Creative Connections: More Than an Art Project

Scarbrough 5

Gina Moore, LMSW, ARTreach 180/Crosswalk USA, McDonough, GA
This session explores the power of the arts to promote youth resiliency and empowerment to mitigate social and emotional
effects of the pandemic. Using art projects and team-building activities, we will demonstrate creative ways to connect with
adolescents by giving them a voice through art going beyond simple arts and crafts projects. The interactive workshop
combines current research with large and small group activities, discussion circles, guided art projects, and time for
self-reflection.

HEALTH
Our Vision Through the Trauma Lens

Plimsoll

Lindsay Thompson, MSE, Henderson County Schools, Henderson, KY
Ryan Maher, MEd, Henderson County Schools, Henderson, KY
Cassie Crowder, MEd, Henderson County Schools, Henderson, KY
It is our goal to change the perceptions of alternative schools as a placement for “bad kids”, to a place where students gain the
support needed to become successful in their home schools by looking through the lens of the effects of trauma and its impact
on students.

Don’t forget to complete
the session evaluations on
the event site!
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